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SUMMARY OF ACTIVITINS OF THE UNITED NATIONS
IN THE FIELD OF MARINE POLLUTION

1. In deciding to convene the present Conference, the IMCO lsgsenbly
(Resolution A.176(VI), adopted on 21 October 1969) took account of all
related activities of other United llations Organizations and invited the
Maritine Safety Cormittee to co~operate fully with such Organizations in
the devolopnent of effective ncasures for the prevention and control of
parine pollution, In accordance with that Resolution, olose liaison has
beon naintained during the preparations for the Conference with all other
activities in the UN family in the field of narine pollution. The following
paragrarhs sunmarize some of the principsl developments which have emerged
and which the Conference may wish to bear in mind when dealing with the

substantive itens of ite agenda,

I. United Nations Confercnce on the Hunan Environnment

2. In.accordance with Resolution 4.242(VII) of the IMCO Assenbly, the
Council, the Maritinme Safety Commnittee and the Secretary=-General co~opeiated
fully in the preparatory work for the United Nations Conference o.. the IRuan
Environnont vhich was held in Stockholn from 5-16 June 1972, The Report of
that Conference (A/CON7?,46/14) has boen circulated to all Merber Goveimronis
of the United Nations and was drawn to the attention of the Maritine Safoty
Committeo at its twenty-sixth session (30 October ~ 3 Novenmber 1972)

(115¢ 22vI/7(4)) end the IO Council at its twenty-ninth pession
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(710 Hovember 1972)(C XX1X/15(a)), Due note was taken of Recormendations 86 ~ 94
inclugive relating to marine pollution and of the Resolution of the Confercnce
concexning the Institutional and I'inancial arrangements for the inmplementation
of the .letion Plan for the Hunan Inviromment, In particular, Reocormendation C6
urged governnents inter alia tos ‘
"Participate fully in the 1973 Inter-Governnenial Maritime Consultative
Orgenization (IMCO) Conference on Marine Pollution and the Confi wence
on the Law of the Sea scheduled to begin in 1973, as well as in regional
efforts, with a view to bringing all significant sources of pollution
within the marine environnent, including radioactive pollution fron
nuolear surface ships and submarines, and in particular in enclosed and
goni~enolosed seas, undor appropriate cortrols and particularly to
oorpplete elimination of deliberate pollution by oil from shipe, with
the goal of achieving this by the middle of the present decace."

3, .o gulding conocepts for the IMCO Conferenco, the Stockholn Confercnoce
also recormonded (Reocommondation 92) that govormments collectively cndowse-
a set of general principles for assessment and control of marine pollution,
set forth in paragraph 197 of Conforence document A/CONF.48/8, together with
a statonent of objectives agrced on at the sccond session of the Inter-
govornniontal Yorking Group on Marino Pollution (Ottawa, 8-12 November 1971).
The text of Recommendation 92 together with the genoral principles and the
statenent of objectives have accordingly been brought to the attention of
the Conference for information (MP/CONF/INF.6).

4e Lt its twonty~scventh session, the United Nations General .ssembly noted
the Neport of the United Nations Conforence on the Human Invironmont
(4/COT.48/14 and Corr,1) and adopted inter alia the following Rosolutions
which have been conveyed to governments through other channelst

4/1075/2994 (XXVII) ~ United Hations Conforenco on the Human Imvironnent
by which tho General Assenbly designated 5 June as
World Environment Day and roquested the Governing Council
of the UN IEnvironnont Programme to prepare a report on
the status of implementation of the Action Plan and future
developuents, on the basis of which the General ..sgenbly
could take a decision at its twenty=ninth session on the
question of convening a second UN Conference on the Hunan

Environnent,



-3 - MP/CCNR/TNFR, 7

A/R18/2995 (XXVII) ~ Cowopeyation between States in the field of mnzine

environnent which emphagized that, in the exploration, -
exploitation and development of their natural resources,
States must not produce significant hamful effects in
gones situated ocutside their national jurisdietion.

A/RES/2996 (XXVII) - International responsibility of States in regand to the

environment, by which the General Assembly usolared that
no regolution adopted at its twenty-seventh session oould
affeot principles 21 and 22* of the Declaration of the
UN Conference on the Human Environnment,

A/R28/2997 (XXVII) ~ Institutional end financial arrangemonts for internstional

environmental co~-operation by which the Goneral Agsembly
decided to establish:

(a) a Governing Council of the UN Environment Prograrme
consisting of 58 member nations elected by the
Goneral Assenbly;

(b) a small IEnvironment Seoretariat to serve as a focal
point for environmental action and co-oxdination
within the UN symten;

(¢) a voluntary fund to provide for additional financing
for envirommental prograrmes with effeot from
1 Joruery 19733

(4) an Imvironment Co-ordination Board to provide for
the nost efficient co~ordination of United Ilations
Environmental programmes within the framewoxl: of the
Administrative Committee on Co-ordination,

* These read as followst
: Princinle 21

States have, in accoxdance with the Charter of the United I'ations and the
principles of intermational law, the sovereign right to exploit their own resources
pursuant to their own environmental polioies, and the responsibility to ensure
that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the
onvirorment of other States or of areas beyond the limite of national jurisdiotion.

Prinoiple 22

Gtates shall oco=oporate to develop further the intemmational law regarding
1iability and ocompensation for the victims of pollution and other envirommontal
damage caused by activities within the jurisdiotion or control of such States
to areas beyond their juriediotion,
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A/RES/3000 (XXVII) -

AMms/3002 (XXVII) -

: A/R‘Es/3004 (XXVII) ~

—4—

Measuros for proteoting and euhancing the cnvironmont

by which the General Assembly stressed the importance of
action at the national level for protecting the environnent
and called upon the Governing Council at its first session
to explore ways and neans of pronoting effective rogionnl
prograrmes in this field,

Dovelopnent and environnent requesting the Governing Oouncil,

when forrnlating environmental prograrmes and priorities,
to give special conslderation to neasures and prograrmoes
which are necessary for accelcrating the econonic
developnent of developing countries.

Location of the ervironment Secretariat by which the
General Assenbly decided to locate the environnent
Secretariat in a developing country, and, furthor, that
it should be located in Hairobi, Kenyn.,

5« The Governing Council of tho United Nations Invironmment Prograrmc,
established in accordance with Resolution A/RES/2997 (XXVII) of the Gonoral
Assenbly, held its first session in Gonova fronm 12-22 June 1972, JAnnox I to
the Report of the scssion (UMEP/GC/10), which has now been circulated to
Member Governnents of the United Nations, contains the decisions of the Counoil
with rospect to intor slia the following principal itens:

(a) Action Plan for the human environnent: prograrme developnent

and priorities;

(b) genoral procedures governing the oporations of tho Fund of

the United

(¢) review and

Nations Invironment Prograrme;

approval of the Pund Prograrmes

(2) United Nations Confercnce - Ixposition on Hunan Settlenents.

6. Uith respect to

the Jotion Plan for the human onvironnont, ono of the

particular policy objectives noted by the Governing Council as guidelines fox
UNEP reads as followst

"To detoect and prevent serious threats to the health of the oocans
through controlling both ocean-based and land-based sources of
pollution, and to assure the continuing vitality of marine stoolksi".
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7o In the light of that objective, the Governing Council included in Section :
of the Drograrme Priorities for Action by UNEP the following items relating to

the ocoanss

(1) To carry out objective acsessnents of problems affecting the marine
environnent and its living resources in gpecific bodies of wators

(11} +to prevare a survey of the activities of international and regional
organizations dealing with conservation and nanagenent of the living
regourcos of the occans;

(111) +o assist nations in identifying and ocontrolling land-based sources
of polluticn, particularly those which reach the oceans through

riverss

(iv) to stirmlate international and regional agreements for the control of
all forns of pollution of the narine envirowument, and especielly
agreenents relating to particular bedles of waters

(v) to urge the Inter-Govornmental lMaritine Consultative Orgonization to
sot a time~linit for the conplete prohibition of international oil
discharge in the seas, as well as to seck neasures to mininize the
»robability of accidental discharges;

(vi) to devolop a programme for the méonitorirg of marine pollution and
its effccts on marine ecosyustons, paying particular attention to tho
special problems of specific bodies of watler including sone seni-
onclosed scas, if the natione concorned so agree;

(vii) +to urge the Intornatiomal "Thaling Commiscion to adopt & ten year
poratoriun on cormerciel whaling,
8. Tor the implementation of ecach scotion of the Programme.the Governing
Council approved the.apportionnent of funds totalling i5,500,000
(wr/ce/10, Amex I, page 20), out of which a sun of 600,000 is pwoviced
under Seotlon T (Ocoans), and invited the lxocutive Direotor to undertalo
appropriato programming activities utilizing this fund.

9+ In oonsultation with interested organizations of the UN gyston including
IO, tho Ixecutive Director is ourrently preparing o comprehensive programno
in two nmain Parts for submission to the Governing Council at its socond session
tentativoly scheduled to be held in Nairobi from 11-~22 March 1974. Yart . of
the Progoamme will contain virtually all tho priority itens (inoluding

Seotion } - Ocoans) set out in Annox I (Seotion IIT, paragraph 12, 1~G and
Section VII) to the Council's Roport (UNEP/GC/10), Part B will inmclude othor
prograrmo itens generally following proposals set out in /mnex I, JSeotion IV
of tho lenort.
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10, In order that the Governing Council at its sccond session may be fully
informed of current environnental activities of the UN Agencles, the TN
Secretariat 1s curvently preparing a Report on this subject in consultation
with the Organizations concerned,.

II. Third United Nations Conference on the law of the Sea

11, At its twenty-seventh session (18 December 1972) the Tnited Nations General
Lspenbly adopted Resolution A/RES/3029 (XXVII) concorning the preparations for
the Ul Conference on the Law of the See, which are being carried out by the
UN Cormittee on the Peaceful Uses of the Sea~Bed and Ocean Floor boyond the
Linits of Hational Jurisdiction. The General Assembly decided intor alia,
thate
(a) the first sossion of the Oonferonce should be convened in Ifew York
for a period of approxinately “wo wwaks in lNovenmber/December 1973,
for the purpose of dealing with organizational matters, and

(») the second session, for the purpose of dealing with substantive wozl,

should be convened at Santiago, Chile, for a period of elght wecks in

Lpril/ilby 1974
12, The Goneral .ssenbly authorized the Secretary~General of the United llations
to nako guch arrangements as may be necessary to render the Conferonce and the
Committee all the assistance thoy may require in legsl, econonio, techmnical and
scientifio mattors and to provide then with 2ll relevant documentation of the
United llations, the specialized agencies and tho Intermational Atonio ‘nexgy
Ligoney. The lgsenbly further invited all the UN and other inter-~govormmontal
orgonizations to co~operate fully in the preparations and to sond obgorvers to
the Conforence,

13, During all sessions of the Sea-Bed Committec when tho preparatory worl: for
the Lav of thoe Sea Confexecnce has been undor consideration, the I1CO Secretariat
has been ropresented at appropriate neetings of the Cormittec and its Sube
Cornittees and, through statoments of its reprosentatives and other neans, has
provided information on related activities of the Orpganization including in
partioular the preparations for the International Conference on larine Pollution,

1973,
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14, In the pres;n'b year the Committee held its spring session in llarch and its
surmer session in July/August. At both sessions, the Comrdttes and its Sub-
Cormitice III oonsidered matters of concern to IMCO in relation to morine
pollution., During the discussion views were expressed on particular questions,
the principal of which was the nced for harmonization of tho outoome of the
X0 Conference and that of the Law of the Sca Conference. The sumor session
of tho Seca~Bed Cormitteo and its Sub-Cormittecs hoord a number of interventions
pointing out the inter-rclationship of decisions which might be reached Ly the
two Conferences with respect to standards for the prevention of vessel-sourco
pollution and issues puch as the enforcement of international standards. A
lettor was sent to the Secretary-General of IMNCO by the Chairman of the Sea=-Bed
Cormittoe (see dooumeant MP/CONF/INF.7/.d4.1) cnelosing certain extracts fron
the rcooxrds of the Committco and of its Sub~Comittee III whioch contain the
recorded oxpression of opinion on these guestiions, '

15, Another matter on which certain delesations presont at the Sea~Bed Cormitiee
expressed viows was the proposed oreation by the IMCO Council of a Ilarine
Environnent Protection Cormittce (soe document MP/CONF/IIF,12), These views

are included in the above mentionod extracts from the swmary records.

16, A mmber of specific proposals relating to standards for vesgel-souroc
pollution were presentoed to Sub-Comnitteo III of the Sea~Bed Cormittee and .
appeer in various parts of its Report to the latter. This docunent (A/AC.133/96)
is available in a linitod number for the information of delegations to tho

present Conference at thoir request,



