
INTER-GOVERNMENT AL MARITIME 
CONSULTATIVE ORGANIZATION 

Il'!T ml:1.TIONAL COlJFERENCEl OM 
M!JlDDJ I>OLLUTION, 1973 

IMCO 

MP/C0HF/D1F, 7 
24 Sapte~be~ 1973 
OriS'iMl: JJ!TGLISII 

SUMMARY OF li.CTffiTIES OF THID UNITED NATIOl~S 
IN THE FIELD OF M/lRUIE POLLUTION 

1. In ,1eciding to convene the present Conference, the IMCO Assenbly 

{Resolution A.176{VI), adopted on 21 October 1969) took account of o.11 

relnted activities of other United Nations Organiza-tione and invited the 

Haritino Safety Connittee to co-operate fully with such OrSo,nizations in 

the devolopoent 0£ effective oeasures for the prevention and control of 

na.rine l)ollution. In a.ooorda11oe with that Resolution, close liaison has 

beon oo:l.ntained during the preparations for tho Conference with all other 

activities in the mr fa.mily in the field of oorine pollution. Tho folloui.ng 

paraBTO,~hs sunr.:inrize sone of the principal developcents which hD.ve emer0'0d 

and which the Conference nay wish to bear in raind when dealing with the 

substantive itens of its ugondo., 

I. United Hntions Confero.nce on tho Hunan Enviro:nnent ••·•··--------............ --...._ ...... __. .... __,ioiiiiii......,......, .... 
2, In-o.ocordo.nce with Resolution A.242(VII) of the IMCO Aaset1bl~r, the 

Council, tha Mari tine Safety Coroi ttoe and the Seoretary-Oenera.1 oo-opO:i:-£1. toct 

fully i11 the propa.ro. tory worlc for tho United No. tions Conf orenoe o.: the IIut1a11 

Environuont which was held in Stooldloln f'ron 5 ... 16 June 1972. Tho Ilol)ort of 

that Conferonoe (A/CON'a',40/14) has boen oiroulstod to all Menber Gove1"'1'lrlonts 

of tho Unitod Nations and was drawn to the a.ttontion of the I1a.ritine Gafot3, 

Cocuittoo at its twenty-sixth session (30 October - 3 Noveober 1972) 

(IISC XXVI/7(d)) a.nd the nmo Counoil at i ta twenty-ninth session 
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( 7-10 November 1972) ( C XXIX/15 (a.)). Due note was to.ken of Recooi:1cndo. ti011s 86 - 94 
inclusive relating to no.rine pollution and of the Resolution of tho Confe:i:-cnce 

concc:i.'l'ling the Ins ti tutio:ual and Financial a.rro.ngeoents for tho irlplooonta-tio11 

of the .lotion Plan i'or the lhu.nn Environr.ient, In pa.rticulo.r, Reooi:1Ce1ldatio11. C6 

urged governnents inter o.lia to: --.....-i- _.... ... 
11?0.rtioipate fully in the 1973 Intor-Govarnoanta.l Mo.ritine Consulte.tivo 

oi~gnnization (IMCO) Conference on Marine Pollution a.nd the Cont\ ·~enoe 

on the Law of the Sea soheduled to begin in 1973, as well as in rogioru:i.l 

efforts, with a view to bringing all significant sources of pollution 

within the mrine environnont, including radioactive pollution fro:n 

nuoleo.r surface ships and submrines, and in particular in enolosoc.1 a11,1 

somi-enolosod aeo.s, under appropriate oor!.t . .cols and particularly to 

ootrplete elioina.tion of deliberate pollution by oil froo ships, ,dth 

tho G'Oal of achieving this by the oidclle of tho present docack•. 11 

;. Lo Guiding conoopts for the Il.fCO Confcronco, the Stockholn Confcr011oc 

nlso rocor:JDonded (Reoomondo.tion 92) tho.t govornnonts collectively cnc1orso, 

a sot of gonora.l p-rinciplos for o.sccss~wn·t and control of r.mrine pollution, 

act forth in paragraph 197 of Co11fcronce docunont A/CONF.48/8, tOC:,'Cthcr with 

a. sto.tonont of objocti.vos ngTood on at the second session of tho Intor­

govorm:1onta.l Horking Group on Marino Pollution (Ottawa., 8-12 Novei:1bor 1971). 

The to:~t of RecoI.lr.londation 92 together with the gcmoral principles a11d the 

statencl1t of objoctivos hD,vo accordingly been broueht to tho o.t·to11tion of 

the Conforence for inforr.iation (NP/CONF/Iln?.6). 

4• .. ~t its twenty-seventh sossion, the United Nations General .\ssonbly 11otoc1 

tho 11.oport of the United Nations Conference on the HUI18.n J~nvironnont 

(A/COl1F.40/14 and Corr.1) and adopted ~ i1J.i! the following Tiosolu·~ions 

which have boon convoyed to governt1onts through other channolet 

.1~/n:1s/2994 (XXVII) - Unitocl Hations Conforonco on tho, Ih.m,.m r~..\2-.~'?l¥1~.n.! 

by which tho General Assonbly designated 5 June as 

World Environnent Do.y nnd requested the Govei111inc;· Cotutoil 

of tho un Environnont Prograr.1t10 to propo.ro n report 011 

the stl.l.tua of inplonontn.tion of the Action I'ln11 anc1 future 

devolopnents, on the basis of whioh the Gonc;:-o.l :.oacnbly 

could toke a. decision at i ta twonty-ninth 00001011 011 tho 

questio11 0£ convening a second UN Confel"Elnoo ort tl10 Hur1an 

Enviro11t1an t. 
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A,'WJS/2995 (XXV!I) - Qo:s>wmtion betwee States in thf .f'ield of, Ff .. rJ::.e. 
environoent wh:1.oh eI!lpho.sized that, in the exploration, , 
exploitation and developoent o.f' their r..atural resouroee, 
States must not produce eigni.f'icant harmful effects in 

zcnes situated outside their national jurisdiction. 

Aj'Rms/2996 (XXVII) - Interna.tio~l, responsibili;tY o.f' States in remrd; .~o •. ~h~ 
envir01'U:lent, by which the General 1 .. ssembly ~eolared that 

no resolution adopted at its twenty,-seventh session oould 
af.f'oot principles 21 and 22* o.f' the Deolamtion of the 
UN Conference on the Human Environoent, 

~S/2997 (XXVII) - ,Institutional and fi.np,noijl arranaeoonts for int,q_rnatio,AA.l, 

environgen·tal oo-opo,ro. tion by which the Gonoral Assombly 
deoidod to establishs 

(a) a GovernJ.ng Council of the ON Environment I->rogratlme 

consisting of 58 oeober Mtions elected by the 
Geneml li.ssecbly; 

(b) a smll Elnvirom:ient Sooreta.riat to serve o.s a focal 

point for envirOflJ!lental action and oo-ord.tna tion 

within the TJU sys ten, 

(o) a voluntaey .t'und to provide .f'or additional f'ina.noina 
for environmental progratll:les with effeot from 
l Jor.uary 1973 J 

(d) an F-nvironoant Co-ordination Board to provide £or 
the r:iost e.t'fioiont oo-ordination o.f' United 17ations 

Enviro11t1ental programi:ies within the £raoowork of the 

Administrative Comittee on Co-ordination, 

* These read IJ.S follows• 
:er1noa.p1e 21 

States haw, in aoooi-d.anoe·with the Charter of the Un.tted. 1:e.tions and tho 
prinoiploa of international law, the sovereisn right to a:ploit thetr o,n1 reaom:ooe 
pursuant to their own environmontal polioias, and the responsibility to nnr.ru.re 
that activities within their juriadiotion or oontrol do not oa.uae damaae to the 
onT.lrcmment of other States or of areas beyond the lillita of national j,U'isdiotion. 

P;;;inoiple .2g 
States shall oo-opomte to develop further the international la,., rogarding 

liability and ooopensation tor the viotima oi pollution a.nc1 othe~ enviranoonta.l 
daDaGQ oauaed b:, activities within tho ju.t-isdiotion or control ot ouch Staton 
to ares.a beJOn4 their j,.u-iadiotion. 
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A/RES/3000 ~Xl'VII) ... ,H.easuros, f~ .12r.o~oo~iruI,aa~orJ.1ier1.cfM the .£.llVke:l\B.9!1-.. ~ 
by whioh the General 1.ssenbly stressed the inporto.nco of 

action a.t the national level for :protecting tho anvironnent 

and called upon the Governing Council a.tits first session 

to explore ways and :ceans of p1··oooting offaotive rogio1w.l 

proc;rar.10os in this field. 

A;ims/3002 (XXVII) ... 12.2Yelo2qe:qt, ruid .en,vironnent requosti.ng tho Govoi"l1ina Ootu:ioil, 

when £ortrulating enviro:noental progmwes and priorities, 

to give special oonsidera.tion to ooaauxea and procra.rtaes 

which are necessar,y for EJ.CoeloratinJ tho econooic 

devolop~ont of developina ,,ountries. 

A;tills/3004 (XXVII) - Location of tho erwiro111:1ent Seoretario.t by lThioh tho 

General Asseobly deoidod to loco.to tha onvironoent 

Secretariat in a. devoloping- country, and, further, that 

it should be located in Nairobi, Kenya, 

5, Tho Governing Council of tho United nations Dnvironncnt Proa-ranrlo, 

eatablishorl in acco:rdnnoo with llosolution J\.,IRES/2997 (XXVII) of tho Gonoi-al 

Assenbl~', held its first session in Genova fron 12-22 Juno 1972, .1i.lt110:c I to 

the Report of the soesion (UJ:.m::P/GC/10), which has now been ciroulo.tod to 

Monber Govornnonts of the United Notions, contains tho decisions of tho Oour.oil 

with rospuct to inter~ the following principal iteos, 

(o.) ,~otion Plan for the hunan environncnt: prog.rame developrnmt 

and priorities; 

(b) crcnoral procedures governing- the oporations of tho Fund of 

tho Uni tod Ua. tions Jmvironnent Progratt1a; 

(o) review o.nd o.pprovnl of the Fund Progra.rmeJ 

(d) United Nations Conforonce ... :Cxpoaition on Huna.n Settlouonts. 

6, Uith reapoot to the ,lotion Plan for the hul:lo.n onvironnont, ono of the 

partioul.nr policy objectives noted by the Governing Council as guidelines fo~ 
mTJJJ? reada as follows• 

11To cletoct a.nd provent serious threats to the honl th of tho ocoAns 
thrcnl.g'h controlling both ocoan-bnsed a.nd land-based sourcos of 
pollutio11, o.nd to assuxe tho continuins vi t.a.li t;y of oa.rino stoo!:s; 11 • 
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7. In tho licrht of that objootivo, tho Governing Counoil inolud.od ilt Section ::J 

of the l~oi;--ra.rioe Prioriti.es for Action by UNDP tho followil.1.g itoos rela.tinG to 

the ocoans: 

(1) To carry out objective a.ssossnents of probleoa nffooting tho oorino 
enviro1ment and 1 ts living resouroes in specific bodies of \'ra.tor; 

(ii) to prcparo ~ survey of the nctivitios of intornationo.l ruid rogiono.l 
organizations doali11g with conservation and mna.gaoont of tho livinc 
rosourooe of the oooa.ns; 

(iii) to assist nations in identifying and oontrollincr land-oosod sou~ooa 
of pollution, particularly those which roach the oceans thrO'U81l 
:rivers; 

(iv) to stL'1Ulate internntional and regional acrreeoents for the control of 
a.11 forris of 'Pollution of the ''Jtu•ine enviro~JDent, and ospooia.lly 
o.gToenents relating to pru:-tioular be,dios of wo.ter; 

(v) to urge the Intor-Govornnonto.1 Maritino Consulta.tivo Orgruuzation to 
sot a tine-lic.i -t; for the oonplote prohibition of i11ternational oil 
discharGo in tho soo.s, a.a wr-11 as to seek neasuraa to .oi1'linize tho 
,robability of aooidonto.1 disoh.a.rgos; 

(vi) to dovolop a. progranoe for the ~onitorir.g of na.rine pollution a.nd 
its effoctc on mrino eoo~yJtoos, pa.ying particular attention to tho 
s:,ecia.l problons of Bj_)ocific bodies of water incl·..1.0.lng sot10 ootll•• 
enclosed sea.a, if tho nations concorned so agree; 

(vii) to urgo tho Intornat:f ono.1 ':fl'lllli?lG Cotmisrion to adopt a. ton yoa.r 
oora. toriun on cot1t1oroio.l whaling. 

a. Por the ioplenontation of ea.oh section of tho PrograJJOe tho Govo:rning 

Council approvQd tho .a,pportionnont of f-ul'l.ds tota.llinr; :;:,5,500,000 

(UlTIJI'/GC/10, Annex I, pa.go 20), out of which a. sun of ~)600,000 is p~ovic'..ccl 

~clor :Jootion E ( Oooa.na), and invi tod tho Exooutivo Director to undorta.1:o 

appropri.ato pro{1raming activ:ttios utilizino' this fund, 

9, ,Il1 0011aulta.tion with intorestcd organizations of tho mr s;retot1 il1cluclinG 

n-100, tho :·~ocutive Dirootor is currently propa.rinc o. conprohonsivo procro.nno 

in two r.10in Pa.rte for subnisaion to the Govornine Council at its sooond. a0osion 

tento.tivoly scheduled. to bo hold in l'l'airobi froti 11-22 Ma.rob 1974. :.?o.rt :·. of 

tha 1.To(;" ... "'tl.IJl.:le will contain virtually all tho priori t;y- i tens (inoluc1ing 

Section '..l - Oooa.ns) set out in Annex I (Seotion III, paraare,ph 12, .l-G nnc.l 

Sootion VII) to the Council's Roport (UUEP/GC/10). Pa.rt B will il1oluclo ot11or 

pro{;l:'ant:10 i toos gonerally following :i,roposals sot out in 1..nnax :C, Geo ti on r/' 

ot tho l1t\:ryort. 
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10. !n order that the Governina Council at its second session llll;\Y be :f.\uly 

inf'on1od of current environnenta.l a.otivi ties of the UH l'.gencios, the UlD:Ti-> 

Seoretariat is currently preparing a Report on this subject in consultation 

with tho Organizations conoemed. 

II. ~lird. United Nations Conference on the Law of the Sea. 

11. At its twenty-seventh session (18 Dooonber 1972) the United lTations Genoi"al 

1.ssGtlbly adopted Reeoluti011 A,/REs/.3029 (XXVII) ooncornina' the prepa.ratio11s :f'or 

the IDT Con£ oronoe on tho Law of the Sea, which a.re being oo.rriod out by the 

UN Conoitteo on the ~eaoe.ful Uses of the Sea-Bed and Ocean Floor bo~rond thQ 

U.t:Li.ta of Hational Jul':iadiction. The General il.ssenbly dooidod in.to~ ,a;llE,,, 
thAtr 

(a) the first sossion of the Oonferonoe f!hould be convened in mm York 

for a. period of a.pproxioa tely ~o woelcs in Uoveober/.De@enber 19'73, 

for the purpose of_dealing with organizational natters, and 

(~:,) the second session, for tho purpose of dealing with substantive work, 

should bo convened at Santiago, Chilo, for a period of eight weo!:s in 

1\pr.ll,/l1a.y 1974. 

12. The General l1ssonbly a.uthorizod the Secretary-General of tho United Hationa 

to mlco auoh o.rra.ngenents as my bo neoossary to render tho Conf'0ro1100 o.nd tho 

Com:J. ttoe all tho a.ssista.noe they my require in lego.l, eoonooio, tschnicaJ. and 

soiantifio natters and to provide then with £1.ll relevant docUDontntion of t110 

Uni toc'l lTo.tions, tho epecio.lized ac;encios nnd tho Interru:i.tiona.l Atonio ::1Il.org-y 

/i.gonc~r• Tho Assembly further invi tod all the mr and other intor-c-ovonmonfal 

organizations to oo""°perate fully in the preparations a.nd to send obsorvors to 

tho Conference. 

13. Durina a.11 sessions of the Sea-Bod Cotu:dttoo when tho propa.ro.tory worl: £or 

tho Lo:tt of tho Sea. Con£aronoe h.o.s been under consideration, tho !UCO 3ocrota.:dat 

has been roprosonted at appropriate ooetings of the Coroitteo and its Dub­

Conoittoos and, through etat0t1ents of its roproseni:atives and other uoo.ns, hos 

provided ini'oroation on rolatod activities of tho OrHnnization inoludina in 

partioula.r the preparations for the International Conference on l7a.:dno Polltttion, 

1973. 
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14. In tho present your the Cooni ttoe held 1ts spring seosion in lhroh and its 

s'lltlrler sossion in July/AUt,,wt. At both sessions, the Col:ll'littee and. its Sub" 

COtltlittoo III oonsidered rotters of oonoorn to DIDO in relation to mrino 

pollution. During the discussion views were expressed on particular quostiona, 

the principal of whioh was the noed for hamoniza.Uon of tho outoooe of tho 

nrco Conf ox·enoa and that of the Law of the Soa. Conf orenoo. The sumor session 

of tho Soa-Bad COtltlittoo and its Sub-Cormtteos boord a nW!lber of inte:rvontions 

pointing out the inter-rolationahip of decisions which eight be reached by tho 

two Conforenoes with respect to standards for the prevontion of' vossel-souroo 

pollution nnd issues such a.s the enforoeoont of interns tiona.l stanc1.a.rds. ~1 

letter was sent to the Secretary-General of D•ICO by the Chairl:lan of the Sea.-Bod 

Cormittoe (see dootu:10:..1t HP/COMF/INF. 7/l~dd.l) onolosing certain extracts froo 

the rooords of the COI.lCl.i ttoo and 0£ its &"ub-Co':ll"Ji tteo III whioh oontnin the 

~eoorded oxprossion 0£ opinion on these questions. 

15. lw.othor nattGr on whioh oortain dolor;ations present at the Sea-Bod OoilCJ.ittee 

oxprossod viows was tho proposed oreation by the IMCO Council of a IIo.rino 

Environoont Protection Cormttc.e (soo doounont MP/CONF/lllF.12). 'l'heee vicms 

a.ro included in the nbovo nentionod e~:tra.ots froo the slll:ltltl:cy records. 

16 • A nunber of spocifio proposals rola. ting to e ta.nc1ards for vessel ... sC"I.U.'oo 

pollution wero presented to SUb-Cocni t·too III of the Sea-Bed Coooi ttoe ru'ld. . 

appear in variCYUS par.ts of its neport to tho latter. This docurlont (.\jlo.130/96) 
is ava.ilablo in a linitod mu:1bor for the inforna.tion of delegations to tho 

present Conference at their roquoat. 


